


Preface

The end of this age will be marked by a great world -
wide re vival and fi nal har vest of souls. It will be the ful fill -
ment of the Feast of Tab er na cles.

Be fore Christ re turns, the Holy Spirit will be poured
out in a mighty dem on stra tion of power and love through
the Church. The gos pel of the king dom will pro claim and
re veal the deep love that God has for the lost. This will
take place dur ing a time of great tribu la tion, per se cu tion
and mar tyr dom. We are be ing pre pared to ex press that
love.

The church will be the Lord’s in stru ment of power
and glory. As glory rises upon her, the dark ness of evil will
also deepen in the world.

Arise, shine; for your light has come and the glory of 
the Lord has risen upon you. For be hold, dark ness
will cover the earth and deep dark ness the peo ples; 
but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will
appear upon you. Na tions will come to your light,
and kings to the bright ness of your ris ing. (Isaiah
60:1-3).

This tract has been writ ten to point out how the Lord
will pre pare His church for the dif fi cult days ahead. Tri als
and test ings, as well as visi ta tions by the Holy Spirit, will
be used to draw be liev ers to gether into deeper bonds of
com mit ment and love for one an other. He is go ing to re veal 
the full ness of His love for the lost one last time be fore the
day of His wrath.
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The Greatest Force in the Universe

The ways and great ness of God are far be yond hu -
man abil ity to wholly un der stand or to ex press. For this
rea son we use words such as “om nipo tent” (all pow er ful),
“om ni pres ent” (pres ent eve ry where) and “om nis cient” (all
know ing) to de scribe Him. How ever God has cho sen to re -
veal His great ness by re veal ing His love for us when He
sent His only be got ten Son to die for the sins of the world.

When Moses asked God to show him His glory, the
Lord placed Moses in a cleft of the rock and He passed by
in His glory pro claim ing seven quali ties of His good ness
(Exo dus 33:18-23; 34:6-7). These vir tues re veal God’s
char ac ter and glory. When taken to gether, they jointly de -
fine His love. God’s love is not just com pas sion, grace and
for give ness; it is also di vine jus tice blended with truth and 
mercy. His love is never sepa rate from His ho li ness!

The New Tes ta ment speaks of the “full ness of God.”
Full ness is trans lated from the Greek word, PLEROMA,
which means “a com plet eness” or “a fill ing up.” This word
is used in scrip ture to express the great ness of God: His
glory, His char ac ter and in par ticu lar, His love!

For in Him (Je sus) all the full ness of De ity dwells
in bod ily form. (Co los sians 2:9)

To see Je sus is to see God! All the full ness of God is,
and has been eter nally pres ent in the Lord Je sus Christ.

. . . He (Je sus) is the ra di ance of His glory and the

ex act rep re sen ta tion of His na ture . . . . (He brews
1:3)

When the Son of God hung on the cross, dy ing in
shame and ag ony, He ex hib ited both the love and the
power of God. Through His sac ri fi cial death and res ur rec -
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tion the power of Sa tan was bro ken, and lost man kind

was given op por tu nity, through faith and re pen tance in the 

aton ing work of Christ, to be spiri tu ally born into the fam -

ily of God. God’s full ness: His love, the great est force in

the uni verse made sal va tion pos si ble! His full ness is ex -

pressed in the fol low ing scrip ture:

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 

be got ten Son, that who ever be lieves in Him shall
not per ish, but have eter nal life. (John 3:16)

Sal va tion is of fered to all peo ple, Jew or Gen tile, so

that all who re spond in faith be come one new man in

Christ ful fill ing the prom ise made to Abraham.

Just as God’s love be gan the church age, it will also

end it. His love will be mani fest through the church in a

great, fi nal har vest of souls that will end with that blessed

hope, the re turn of Christ.1

The har vest will take place in an era of tribu la tion

and dark ness in the world. The Lord will arise to shake

eve ry thing that can be shaken, in clud ing na tions, pow ers

in the heav ens as well as political and re lig ious sys tems of

man (Hag gai 2:6-7; He brews 12:25-29). It may ap pear to

be a para dox that God’s glory would rise upon the church

in a time when fam ines, pes ti lence (such as AIDS), per se -

cu tion and earth quakes oc cur; but His ways are not ours!

Both ca lami ties and visi ta tions by God will pre pare the

church for the day of the Lord. On that day when He will

pour out His Spirit in the great est re vival ever seen, one

that will be ac com pa nied by mi racu lous signs and won -

ders on a scale never seen be fore. God’s call to re pen tance

and His love, ex pressed in and through be liev ers, will

draw mul ti tudes to Christ in a fi nal dem on stra tion of His

love for lost man kind be fore His judg ment falls. Be cause

of His love, a ma jor ity of those saved will come from the
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dis ad van taged of na tions, the poor, the crip pled, the blind

and the lame (Luke 14:16-24).

The eyes of be liev ers are to be cen tered on the Per son 

and work of the Lord Je sus Christ. He is to have first

place in eve ryth ing. Hav ing en dured the cross, de spis ing

the shame, He has been seated at the right hand of the

throne of God. He is head over all things in the church and 

He is Lord of the har vest.

Our heav enly Fa ther’s pur pose is, that just as His

full ness is mani fest in His Son, so also the full ness of

Christ will be mani fest in the church which is His body.

The glory of God seen in the Son; and the glory of the Son

seen in the church! This can only hap pen through God’s

power, grace and love. Can we be lieve the fol low ing prom -

ises of God?

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our be -
half, so that we might be come the right eous ness of
God in Him. (2 Cor in thi ans 5:21)

But we all, with un veiled face, be hold ing as in a
mir ror the glory of the Lord, are be ing trans formed
into the same im age from glory to glory, just as
from the Lord, the Spirit. (2 Cor in thi ans 3:18)

As be liev ers grow in the like ness of Christ and come

into unity of the faith, the body of Christ will ex press the

full ness of Christ.

Un til we all at tain to the unity of the faith, and of
the knowl edge of the Son of God, to a ma ture man

to the meas ure of the stat ure which be longs to

the full ness of Christ. (Ephe si ans 4:13)

It may ap pear im pos si ble when we con sider the

church to day, but this mira cle is des tined to hap pen! We
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must keep our eyes on Him who is the per fecter of our
faith and the source of all that we need.

For of His full ness we have all re ceived, and grace
upon grace. (John 1:16)

God has pur posed that the body of Christ will at tain
a stat ure of His full ness, and be clothed with His glory!
This will take place be fore the Lord re turns; it is to be our
vi sion and hope.

And He put all things in sub jec tion un der His feet,
and gave Him as head over all things to the church,

which is His body the full ness of Him who fills

all in all. (Ephe si ans 1:22-23)

Im plicit in the full ness of Christ are those spiri tual
quali ties of love that bond be liever to gether in unity; vir -
tues such as hu mil ity, for give ness, com pas sion, pa tience,
en dur ance, etc. I be lieve that we are liv ing in days of
prepa ra tion for re vival where the Lord is work ing to re -
store these quali ties of unity to the church. Christ is call -
ing His peo ple to new depths of com mit ment to Him self
and to the unity that He has prayed for (John 17:20-26).

A body of be liev ers who seek to be pre pared for the
great days ahead face two ma jor chal lenges. The first one
is to have the faith and hun ger nec es sary to pos sess all the
spiri tual re sources that the Lord has made avail able to us. 
The sec ond, and more dif fi cult chal lenge, is to yield to the
Lord as He rules over and pro cesses our per sonal lives
through tri als, test ing and cir cum stances to ex pose and
deal with those hu man fac tors that hin der unity and glory
from be ing pres ent in the church.

Let us first con sider the is sue of re sources.
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Pos sess ing Our Re sources

All the re sources one will ever need in his walk and

re la tion ship with God has its ori gin in the cross of Christ;

which is the great est dem on stra tion of the love of God that 

the world has ever seen!

Sal va tion is based on three truths: the death, the

bur ial and the res ur rec tion of Je sus (1 Cor in thi ans

15:3-4)2. First by His death, the blood of Christ will

cleanse every sin com mitted by a per son when that

individual be lieves, re pents and seeks for give ness.

Sec ond, believ ers can have vic tory over their car nal

na tures by be ing iden ti fied with the bur ial of Je sus

through their obe di ence in wa ter bap tism (Ro mans 6:1-7).

Fi nally, the Lord arose in His res ur rec tion through

the power of the Holy Spirit, which prom ises be liev ers

that they too can be in dwelt by the Holy Spirit and have the 

power of res ur rec tion life within them (Ephe si ans

1:13-14).

In deed, Chris ti an ity is es sen tially based on an ex -

changed life, in which be liev ers yield con trol over how

they live, and by faith, welcome Christ to live His life in

them (Co los sians 3:3-4).

I have been cru ci fied with Christ; and it is no longer
I who live, but Christ lives within me; and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Him self up for me.
(Ga la tions 2:20)

Seek ing to please God in our own strength and un -

der stand ing of right eous ness, will in evi ta bly lead to a regi -

men of rules and laws to de fine and gov ern our con duct.
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This will not pro duce the right eous ness of God, which can 

only come from the life of Christ!

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Je sus has
set you free from the law of sin and death. (Ro mans 
8:2)

The one re source that be liev ers are most con scious

of is the word of God. All that we be lieve and act upon, is to 

be es tab lished as truth ac cord ing to God’s writ ten word,

the Bi ble (John 8:31-32).

How ever, reve la tion does not come to us through the

let ter of the word. It comes from an anoint ing of the Holy

Spirit upon the writ ten word. It is He who re veals truth

(John 14:26).

As for you, the anoint ing which you re ceived from
Him abides in you, and you have no need for any -

one to teach you; but as His anoint ing teaches

you about all things and is true and is not a lie
and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him. (1
John 2:27)

We are to al ways be filled with the Holy Spirit, for He

is the most im por tant re source that we have. He re veals

Christ to us; His Per son, His ways and His will. He al ways

ex alts Christ. It is He who equips each of us with the par -

ticu lar gift or min is try which God has or dained for our

serv ice. He works to con form us into the im age of Christ

by pro duc ing the spiri tual fruit of love that leads to the

full ness of Christ.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa -
tience, kind ness, good ness, faith ful ness, gen tle -
ness, self- control; against such there is no law.
(Ga la tians 5:22)
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Each of the above vir tues is a spe cific ex pres sion of
love; for ex am ple,

• Joy is love in re lease

• Peace is love in gov ern ment; where Christ reigns
there will be peace

• Pa tience is love in test ing

• Kind ness is love in ac tion

• Good ness is the con se quence of love

• Faith ful ness is love in com mit ment

• Gen tle ness is love in re la tion ship

• Self- control is love in dis ci pline

Prayer is a resource. God has prom ised to an swer all
prayer that is pre sented to Him in faith and ac cord ing to
His will. For this rea son, prayer is a vi tal re source that is
avail able to us every mo ment of our lives!

The fi nal re source that we will con sider is one whose
im por tance is of ten not fully rec og nized. It is the de pend -
ency that each of us have on the fel low ship, pray ers, and
sup port ing min is tries of our broth ers and sis ters in
Christ. We can not ful fill our call in God as “lone- rangers”;
we need one an other!

But now God has placed the mem bers, each one of
them, in the body, just as He de sired. And the eye
can not say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” or
again the head to the feed, “I have no need of you.”
On the con trary, it is much truer that the  mem bers
of the body which seem to be weaker are nec es -
sary. (1 Cor in thi ans 12:18, 21-22)

For just we have many mem bers in one body and

all mem bers do not have the same func tion, so we,

who are many, are one body in Christ, and in di -
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vidu ally mem bers of one an other. Since we have

gifts that dif fer ac cord ing to the grace given to us,

each of us is to ex er cise them ac cord ingly . . . . (Ro -

mans 12:4-6)

In our spiri tual growth, as God deals with vari ous
weak nesses, it is this par ticu lar re source of a healthy re la -
tion ship with other be liev ers that of ten re quires the great -
est work.

God’s Process of Maturity

Whether we view it as the church be ing pre pared for
the fi nal har vest, or as the bride be ing pre pared for her
bride groom, our vi sion and hope is for the com ing reve la -
tion of God’s glory upon us.

The es sence of be ing a Chris tian is to deny one self, to 
take up our cross and fol low Christ. How ever, there ap -
pears to be a spe cial cross to em brace for those be liev ers
liv ing at the end of the church age. A sim ple over view of
this time pe riod shows why this is true, and how the
church is to be pre pared.

War in the heav ens will re sult in Sa tan be ing cast out
of heaven down to the earth (Reve la tion 12:7-12). This ap -
par ently leads to reve la tion of the man of law less ness (the
an ti christ), whom the Lord will bring to an end by His
return3 (2 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:1-8). The an ti christ will cause
great tribu la tion. Al though all na tions will not be af fected
the same, his in flu ence of evil will be world wide. His
power and per se cu tion of the saints will be a call for them
to ex er cise faith and pa tience in the prom ises of God
(Reve la tion 13:7-10; Dan iel 7:21-22). With Sa tan, the ac -
cuser of the breth ren, cast down to earth, the heav ens will
be open over the church and great power, in signs and
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won ders, will con firm the gos pel of the king dom be ing

pro claimed to all na tions (Mat thew 24:14). The saints will

over come!

And they over came him (Sa tan) be cause of the
blood of the Lamb and be cause of the word of their
tes ti mony, and they did not love their life even
when faced with death. (Reve la tion 12:11)

A key pur pose of the fi nal har vest is to bring a dis -

tinct sepa ra tion of the right eous from the un right eous.

God will use the de cep tive in flu ence of evil to gather all the

un right eous, as tares, into bun dles (2 Thes sa lo ni ans

2:8-12; Mat thew 13: 30, 37-42). The good grain is the

right eous who will be caught up, (or har vested) to meet the 

Lord in the air when He re turns. Thus, this har vest is truly 

the end of the age. When sepa ra tion of the tares and the

good grain is com plete, the right eous will be clothed with

glory and shine forth as the sun in the king dom of their Fa -

ther (Mat thew 13:43). This is what the Lord is pre par ing

His church for. Let us con sider how the Lord will in fuse

His love into our per sonal and cor po rate lives to pre pare

us for the days of tribu la tion and glory that are to come.

It is won der ful to be saved, to know the prom ises of

God and to pos sess the spiri tual re sources made avail able 

to us through the cross of Christ. How ever, know ing truth

is one thing; pos sess ing the re al ity of that truth is some -

thing else. To be a part of God’s pur pose to re veal His glory 

through the church, we must will ingly en dure the pro cess

of God’s deal ings so that we may pos sess His glory; we

must go from the ory to re al ity. One very im por tant re -

quire ment is to al ways keep our eyes on Je sus, for it is He 

who is changing us!

The Be ati tudes de scribe be liev ers who are suc ceed -

ing in God’s pro cess of change (Mat thew 5:3-11). The verb
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tense in these verses is not in the fu ture tense (i.e. “will
be”); it is in the pres ent tense. For ex am ple, blessed (or
very happy) are those who are poor in spirit; who are pure 
in heart; who are gen tle; who are mer ci ful, etc. How does
one at tain this happy state: It comes as a re sult of the tri -
als and test ings that God brings into our lives, so that we
will rec og nize where we have failed, and then re pent in
sur ren der to His Lord ship. All nine vir tues listed in these
verses are Christ cen tered since they ex press prin ci ples of
His king dom and Lord ship, in con trast to self- centered
prin ci ples that em pha size the promi nence or pres er va tion 
of self. The Pretribu la tion Rap ture teach ing is an ex am ple
of self- centered em pha sis.

To day there is great di vi sion in the body of Christ.
His tori cally, when re vival has bro ken out in a re gion it is
ac com pa nied by unity. Re vival of ten be gins as a re sult of
per se cu tion and suf fer ing, which God al lows to rid the
church of ac tivi ties and pro grams that hin der love for the
Lord and His gos pel which is the only ba sis of true unity. I
be lieve that the ho ri zon event ho ri zon does in deed con tain 
much af flic tion, eco nomic hardship and tribu la tion for
the body of Christ; it is a nec es sary part of His pro cess to
bring forth glory on the church (John 17: 22-23).

Be cause the Lord loves us very much, He will bring
test ings and tri als, as well as times of re newal, among us
to strengthen our faith and trust in Him. Our re ac tions to
such test ings will re veal to us whether or not we are yet
ready for the tribu la tion to come. There will be perse cu -
tion and mar tyr dom from the Mos lems, but the love of
God will bring in a great Is lamic har vest.

It is im por tant that we ex er cise faith in the nine spiri -
tual gifts, for He is the source of spiri tual power. How ever,
if there is pro longed sick ness in a con gre ga tion, the spiri -
tual need may not be an ab sence of faith in pray ing for the
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sick; it could be a lack of com pas sion and lov ing care that

the saints are to have for one an other. The law of Christ

calls us to bear one an other’s bur den (Ga la tions 6:2).

The char ac ter is tics of love, as de scribed by Paul in

his epis tle to Cor inth, do not spon ta ne ously spring forth

out of some great flush of emo tion; they emerge from a

pro cess of tri als and en dur ance (1 Cor in thi ans

13:4-8).Go ing through hard ships, and be ing tried by the

dif fi cul ties we ex pe ri ence, will build en dur ance in us. The

Lord causes dif fi cult events in our lives to work to gether

for good in build ing His love in our hearts. We must see

these events as com ing from His hand.

We are to be con scious of the spiri tual needs of oth -

ers in the body. For ex am ple, cer tain be liev ers may be eas -

ily at tracted to de ceit ful spir its or to the cha risma of false

teach ers. They are to be warned of such things and en -

cour aged against the de ceit ful ness of sin. This is a real

need to day, one that will in crease over time.

But the Spirit ex plic itly says that in later times
some will fall away from the faith, pay ing at ten tion 
to de ceit ful spir its and doc trines of de mons. (1
Timo thy 4:1)

But en cour age one an other day af ter day, as long
as it is still called, “To day,” so that none of you will
be hard ened by the de ceit ful ness of sin. (He brews
3:13)

Some com mon ex am ples of such er ror are: “there is

no hell”; “pro claim ing a super- spirituality be cause of

some se cret reve la tion or by fol low ing un in spired laws of

food and/or con duct”; “uni ver sal ism” (eve ry one will even -

tu ally be saved; “new age the ol ogy or prac tices”; “Christ

has al ready re turned,” etc.
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One of the great est tools of evan gel ism lies in ex -

press ing the love that be liev ers have to ward one an other.

By this all men will know that you are My dis ci ples,
if you have love for one an other. (John 13:35)

God’s love will lead us to be aware of and to pro tect,

those among us who are weaker in the faith. This need will 

be greater in times of per se cu tion and tribu la tion.

There fore, strengthen the hands that are weak and 
the knees that are fee ble, and make straight paths
for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not 
be put out of joint, but rather be healed. See to it
that no one comes short of the grace of God: that no
root of bit ter ness spring ing up causes trou ble and
by it many be de filed. (He brews 12:12-13, 15)

Test ings and tri als are brought into an as sem bly to

strengthen be liev ers in their mu tual sup port for one an -

other, and to help them to de velop en dur ance in their walk 

with God.

Count it all joy, my breth ren, when you en coun ter

vari ous tri als, know ing that the test ing of your

faith pro duces en dur ance. (James 1:2-3)

The day in which we live is not a time to be at ease in

Zion; we are en gaged in war fare! Whether we en coun ter

eco nomic hard ships, per se cu tion, suffering or other

tribu la tion, we are to view such things as part of the pur -

pose of God for us. We are called to be over com ers. There

can be no lack of for give ness or com pas sion in our re la -

tion ships with one an other. Be cause law less ness will in -

crease, we must guard the fer vency of our love for the Lord 

and for each other. Glory will come out of af flic tion and

suf fer ing (1 Pe ter 1:6-7; 4:12-13).
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For mo men tary, light af flic tion is pro duc ing for us

an eter nal weight of glory far be yond all com pari -

son. (2 Cor in thi ans 4:17)

The grow ing prac tice of in ter ces sion by be liev ers for

their lo cal ity, re gion or na tion is a clear sign of the re vival

to come.

Con clu sion

While it may ap pear to be im pos si ble, I be lieve that

the Lord will bring forth a full ness of Him self in the

church to both gather in a great har vest and to pre pare the 

church for His re turn. Ephe si ans 3: 17-19 ap pears to be a

sum mary of the pro cess toward this full ness. For ex am -

ple,

1. “. . . so that Christ may dwell in your hearts

through faith.” This is al ways the first and nec es sary step

in re spond ing to God; it is our hope of glory.

2. “. . . and that you, be ing rooted and grounded in

love.” Our knowl edge of God’s word, and our ex pe ri ences

with the Lord, with His test ings and tri als in our life

through the many situa tions that we en coun ter, build

roots of trust in His love for us. We be come grounded in

love.

3. “. . . may be able to com pre hend with all the

saints what is the breadth and length and height and

depth, and to know the love of Christ which sur passes

knowl edge.” It is one thing to re ceive the love of God in a

per sonal sense, how ever, it is only when we ex pe ri ence His 

love through us for oth ers, for brothers and sis ters in

Christ and for the lost, that we can fully ap pre ci ate all di -

men sions of His love. It is be yond de scrip tion!
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4. “. . . that you may be filled up to all the full -

ness of God.” The goal may seem to be im pos si ble, but is
is His goal, and He can bring it to pass.

We dare not drift aim lessly to ward the fu ture. We will
not be filled with the full ness of God’s glory and love apart
from em brac ing the vi sion and cross that is placed be fore
us. It is those who hun ger and thirst for right eous ness
who will be filled
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